HSS (202) Philosqphy of SCEEnce

second Mid-SemeSteI‘ Ex
am

March, 2019

' Total Marks: 20
IMPORTANT: PLEASE WRITE LEGIBLY. 0 EFFQRT

W
ILLEGIBLE HANDWR i\ G ILL BE MADE TO READ
—_—___\_'

and the rabbit (case discussed in class)

Explain how :

. 0 i

also explain what other factors come into play in :qu:stug:irs Fhls?compoﬂegizﬂg
eeing? =

2. Explain how the reformed an

d modified view of observation, according to
Chalmers, leads to the view that is | :

apparently contradictory (objective and fallible).
3
llustrate with an example that the relationship between theory and

experi ieht i : ; .
‘ pe)lment might involve a circular argument (one example was discussed in the
class).

3. ‘a)

b) “However informed by theory an experiment is, there is a strong sense in

which the results of an experiment is determined by the world and not by the

theories.” Unfold the meaning of the statement in the context of the discussion on
the theory-dependence of experiments. 3+2=5

4. Briefly explain the Humean problem of Induction (David Hume). The seriousness

of this problem can be played down by dissolving the problem of induction. Explain
how the problem can be dissolved. 3+2=5
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HSS (202) Philosophy of Science
End-Semester Exam

April, 2019

Total Marks: 3¢
ADE TO READ

IMPORTANT; PLEASE WRITE LEGIBLY. NO EFFORT WILL BE M
: e PN L

ILLEGIBLE HANDWRITING.
-_‘_‘___‘—'—%_N___-_-_-

A hVDOthesis

or theory describes or accounts fg
of the wor|qg or

r the behaviour of some aspect
universe. For the falsifiq;".tionist, a hy

pothesis must be falsifiable,
imple examples the sgr

is Le falsifigble in this sense? 3+ 2=5

2.Givz 2 brief account of the falsificationist vi
the Progress of physics fr

_ Bh Newton to Einstein fits into thjs |
account, :

4. Suppose you are an [anti-realisg ahout

electron theory and make a statement “|
know about electrons”. Which sense of ‘kriow’ best applies in the use of the word
‘*know’ in the above statement? Expiain.

2
5. How s the logical structure of ‘Obama &xists’ represented (You have to explain
‘n words what this logical structure means) 3

5 How does van Fraassen distinguish constructive empiricism from scientific
realism in terms of aim and acceptance of scientific theories? (If van Fraassen has

used some specific term to explain you have to elaborate on that term) 5
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